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MORALITY. 





FOR THE MAGAZINE, 


own 


EXTRACT OF A SERMON, 
Delivered at the Second Universalist Meeting House in 
Boston, on Sabbath morning, March 26, 1820. 

* Thou shalt not hate thy brother tn thine heart ; 
thou shult in any wise rebuke tity neighbour, and 
not suffer sin upon him. Thou shalt not avenge 
nor bear any grudge against the children of thy 
people ; but thou shult love thy neighbour as thy- 
self; Lam the Lord.”—Lev. xix. 17, 18. 

THe moral requirements of the law of God, 
which was given to Israel by Moses, are as bind- 
ing on us and all mankind as on them; nor can 
there be any change respecting this law. Mo- 
ral principles are unchangeable in their nature, 
and their utility always the same to moral be- 
togs. A query may rise in the mind of the hear- 
er, concerning the distinction between the law 
und the gospel, as there are indications in the 
New Testament of the close of the law cove- 
nant or ministry, and the bringing in of a better, 
a more glorious ministration. All this is very 
true; but care should prevent our supposing 
that it was ever the design of the gospel to ren- 
der the moral precepts of the divine law less 
binding on man than they were before this min- 
istry was introdnced. ‘The rites and ceremo- 
nies of the legal priesthood were done away by 
ihe priesthood of the great Apostle and High 
Priest of our profession; but the Saviour never 
intimated that the moral injunctions of the di- 
vine law would ever be abrogated. And even 
St. Panl, who says the most on the subject of 
dispensations, who gives the strongest intima- 
tions respecting this distinction ander consider- 
ATION, SRYS3 
through faith? God forbid; yea, we establish 
the law.” 

These remarks will justify us in attending to 
the requirements laid down in our text, as to 
the divine commands of our heavenly Father to 
every one of us, without distinction. “ Thou 


shalt not hate thy brother in thine heart.” It} 


is seen at once, that this divine command is de- 
signed to regulate the secret desires and inten- 
tions of the mind, and necessarily leads us to en- 
ter on the work of a close and careful search 
into the moral state of our hearts. This, though 
one of the most useful employments, is, it is to 
be feared, too much neglected. But, my frieuds, 
let us at this time make a serious effort to enter 
jnto ourselves, and endeavour to understand and 
know what there is in our hearts. We may ob- 
serve that inthis part of our text, noihing is 
said about what we should do, or not do to our 


brother, as it respects outward acts; bui the: 


command is, * thou shalt not hate thy brother 
in thine heart.” In bringing ourselves to a tair 
trial in respect to this command we are not per- 
mitted to speculate on questions which call ap 
the conduct of others to us, and which would 
seek to find out a way to justify ourselves in 
what we may have said or done to others, The 
subject is of a different nature; and the ques- 
tion is this; Do-I hate my brother in my heart? 
This is coming so directly home, and turas our 


‘*Do we then make void the law! 


and not suffer sin upon him.” 
dent, that brother and neighbour mean the same. 


should be glad of some assistance in this inves- 
tigation; I know that I do not feel alike to all. 
| have some who are my friends, in them I de- 
light. They are kind to me, they seek my be- 
nifit and my good, and I am happy with them. 
It is a pleasant thing to see them and converse 
with them. But] have some enemies, who seek 
to do me all the harm they can, and in every 
way, within their power, endeavour to give me 
trouble; in these 1 have not the satisfaction 
' that I have in my friends; I do not feel toward 
them as I do toward my friends, and I find it ut- 
terly out of my power to exercise exactly the 
same feeling toward both. 

Ilere we must grant that a careful discrimina- 
tion may be made. We may not have it in our 
power to feel, in all respects, toward an enemy, 
as toward a friend, and yet not hate our enemy, 
at the same time. In fact, we cannot enjoy an 
enemy as we can a friend, for where enjoyment 
of friendship is there must be a capacity and 
disposition on both sides to reciprocate the feel- 
ings of friendship. The question then is not, 
whether we can enjoy our enemies as we can 
our friends, for this is impossible ; but the ques- 
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inspection so directly to our own hearts, that! something, or to recollect some little trifling at- 
every effort to evade the subject will now prove ; fair against you, and with an air of seeming tri- 
ineffectual. But perhaps the mind may seek umph will cast it in your face,and appear to think 
some way to relieve itself by asking who our thatthe balance is complete. But notwithstand- 
brethren are. This is answered in our text; ing there are many such, it is to be hoped that 
“ Thou shalt not hate thy brother in thine heart? this virtue may in many instances be rendered 
thou shalt in any wise rebuke thy neighbour, | successful ; and we never know what can be 
Here it is evi-, done until we make the trial. 


it should be re- 
membered that rebuke should always be admin- 


Perhaps the hearer, by this time, will say, | istered with great caution, with manifest ten- 


derness, that the gentleness of its operation may 
if possible, prevent the subject from being of- 
fended. 

“Thou shalt not avenge nor bear any grudge 
against the children of thy people.” How kind, 
how mild, how compassionate is this divine di- 
rection. Harbour not in your breasts any grudge 
or ill will against any one, even if you have re- 
ceived injuries from them. ‘This command 
seeks, in the first place, our own peace and 
quietude, and in the second place, the good of 
our fellow creatures. Whoever bears a grudge 
against any one, is thereby his own tormentor; 
for who can feel such a disposition, who can be 
actuated by such a spirit and be at peace at the 
same time? This command is designed to guard 
us against taking avenging justice into our own 
hands; which isa most dangerous thing. If, 
because we think we have been injured, we suf- 
fer ourselves to be judges in the case and exec- 
utors of our own sentence, it will seldom hap- 
pen that we are duly limited within the bounds 
of justice. ‘To the spirit of revenge, it is grati- 
fying to reflect, that the retaliating injury is 
greater than the provocation; this, therefore, 





tion is this, have we any desire, any secret wish 


shouid come upon him? If it were in our pow- 
er to injure him by moving our hands, or by 
speaking one word, without exposing ourselves 
to the knowledge of a single being in the world, 
could we wish to do it? This, my friends is the 
question; and to this important query let us 
‘keep our minds until a favourable decision can 
' be made. 

| ‘Thou shalt in any wise rebuke thy neigh- 





‘bour, and not suffer sin upon him.” ‘This com- 
‘mand embraces one of the most necessary du- 
ities that we owe to one another; and yet it is 
_to be feared that it is at the same time the most 
‘neglected. If one entertain a dislike to anoth- 
‘er, if anger be permitted to act, it often hap- 
' pens that faults are reckoned up in order, and 
tlung at the object of reseatment in great profu- 


‘sion ; but it is far more difficult and hard to go to 


one we love and tell our brother his faults in a 


jmanner. Bat this is the duty required in our 
‘text, and its importance will appear incalcula- 
‘bly extensive, if we duly consider it in its rela- 
‘tions. But perhaps the hearer will say, ‘ He 


shame; and he that rebuketh a wicked man 
igetteth to himself a blot.” This is often the 
‘case; for there are many, who are of so bad a 
heart, that after all your pains in representing 
to them their faults, by way of reproof, in room 
of thanking you, and taking it kindly at your 
hand, they will make an effort to contrive up 





either to harm our brother, or that any harm | 


‘humble, meek, and at the same time, faithful | 


that reproveth a scorner getteth fo himself; 


in room of balancing the account, of necessity 
excites the other party to retaliate in return, 
which revenge now being directed by the spirit 
of the adverse party, is sure to overreach as 
much the bounds of justice, now as before. This 
may be continued forever and the difficulty al- 
ways increasing. 

‘*¢ But thou shalt love thy neighbour as thy- 
self.” It is very possible that the Jewish doc- 
tors and scribes made a wrong use of this com- 
mand, or rather limited it wherein it ought not 
to be limited; for our Saviour said; “* ye have 
heard that it hath been said, thou shalt love thy 
neighbour and hate thine enemy.”’ But it does 
not appear that this was the design of the divine 
command; for our text in that it forbids our 
avenging, or bearing any grudge, evidently in- 
culcates the same disposition as our Saviour re- 
commended, when he said ; * 1 say unto you love 
your enemies,” &c. Nor should we do our 
subject justice to limit this good will to people 
of our nation or country, for it is commanded in 
the chapter where our text is recorded; “Ifa 
stranger sojourn with thee in your land, ye shall 
not vex him. But the stranger that dwelleth 
with you shall be unto you as one born among 
you, and thou shalt Jove him as thyself.” 

Will you say, this is very hard? Will you 
reply, it is impossible to love our neighbours as 
‘we do ourselves? Be assured, dear friends, it 
is no hard thing to love alevely object. The 
reason we do not love others as we do ourselves, 
is because we do not allow that they are as good 
as we-age. Whenowe are-coavinced that our 
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neighbours are as good in the sight of our hea- 
venly Father as we are, this conviction will 
naturally lead us to the fulfilment of this divine 
command. Behold the Saviour of the world. 
contemplate him as the head of every man, learn 
to believe that every individual of the buman |) 
race is a member of the body of Christ. and you, 
will find that these views and contemplations | 
will have a wonderful effect on your dispositions | 

' 

] 





toward your fellow creatures. Al! this com-| 
pleted, and where is discord? Where is re 

venge ? where is hatred? where is sin? where | 
is condemnation? This my friends is the sal-| 
vation of our God, and the power of his Christ. | 
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TO “ BEREAN.” 


cient credit of your name, by ** searching the scriptures 
to see if the things which you hear are so or not.” Yon 
require some illustration of certain texis, which you 
say ** are generally understood to imdicate, to say the 


least, some privilege atteched to mghteousness, which | 


who isasinner; and the dispensing with some punish- 
ment which is dune to those who are guilty of trespasses. 

If, sir, you really differ from me, on the subject in 
question, it would have pleased me better. ii you had 
stated, distinctly, the points of difference, and made 


have felt more capable of framing a reply. 
ever suggestafew remarks. The quotation from Rom. 


iv. 6, appears to be the same in sentiment, with a small | 


addition as Psalm xxxii. 1, 2, from which, no doubt, it 
was copied. 
my own views. 
** whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered, 
to whom the Lord imputeth not iniquity, and in whose 
+pirit there is no guile.”? This is precisely the charac- 
ter, to which, according to my theory, sin should not 
be imputed ; and for a good reason, viz. ‘* his sin is 
covered, in his spirit is no guile.’ If it be wrong, as ! 
have suggested, to impute righteoustiess, where it does 
not exist, it is equally so, to impute sin, where it is not 
to be found. Thus, the non-imputation, in the text, is 
founded upon the fact, that sin is removed. The oth- 
er text, Rom. iv. 6, though considered as a quotation 
from the preceding, has an addition, in the words, 
‘* without works ;* from whence it has been eoncluded, 


that God imputes righteousness to men, who are, nev- | 


ertheless, entirely destitute of it. Another text will 
remove this error, set the above passage in a clear light, 
end establish the doctrine for which I contend. 1 John 
ni. 7, ** Little children, let no man deceive you; he 
that doeth righteousness is righteous, even as he (Christ) 
is righteous.” You see here, that imputation is found- 
ed upon the actual possession of the thing imputed.— 
Moreover, the righteousness possessed is described as 
of an active character; it is not he who believes that 
righteousness is imputed to him, but he that DoETH 
righteousness, that is righteous. The way now is open 
to an understanding of the phrase, ** without works.” 


St. Paul wrote this, evidently, in reference to the Gen- 


tiles; see verses 9, 10, 12, and according to his general 
practice, distinguished them from the Jews, who had a 
law of rites and ceremonies. The terms * without 
works” then have an application to the Gentiles, and 
signify the same as the expression, ‘* without the deeds 
of the law,” that is, the outward rites of the Jewish e- 
conomy. I feel disposed to consider this as the sense 
of the expression, till it can be proved that the love of 
God and our neighbour is of no more account than the 
observance of outward ceremonies; or that a man may 
neither have the one, ner practice the other, and vet 
be a righteous man. 





S |reconciliation to God. 
Sir,—I find that you are disposed to support the an- | 


I wil] how- | 


It pronounces blessings upon him, | 





UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 


Your last text, 2 Cor. ¥. 19, rather comes in aid of | do not see any consistency in it. 
God reconciles the sinner, side, Rev. Sirs, and see if you can find some reasong 
at least, to encourage us to love God, our companions, 
‘our children, our connexioms, our friends and our ene- 


my views than otherwise. 
by removing the canse of unreconciliation, which is sin. 
When this is done, ‘‘trespasses’? are ‘not imputed” 
any longer, for reasons already stated. 
and destroying sin are, in principle, the same. 


Lamb of God.” the same who makes ,econciliation, jects of our love in endless peace. 


‘*taketh away the sin of the world.” I. 


eo ee 


FOR THE MAGAZINE. 
2a 
TO THE REV. CLERGY, 

WHO HOLP FORTH To THE PEOPLE THAT THE FATHER 
OP OUR SPIRITS DESIGNS THE KNDLESS TORMENT 
OF A LARGE PORTION OF THE HUMAN FANILY. 
No. IV. 

Rev. Sins.—I wish to speak to you with due respect, | 
subject of what you call 


} 


freedom, on the | 
Acreeably to your doctrine, | 
which is the subject of these numbers, you contend | 
| thet in order to be reconciled to God, we must be will- | 
ing to be eternally miserable. You come to us with| 
this awful prop: sition in your mouths; you contend | 
(that we must not only be willing to be eternally dam-| 
ned ourselves, but we must be willing that our compan- | 


. our connexions, our friends and our} 


ons, our childr 
enemies should be forever miserable! It is perfectly | 
ain that this is in harmony with the proposition that | 
our heavenly Father decreed, from all eternity that a} 
large portion of the human race should be endlessly mis- | 
erable; for if this be true, we must be reconciled to it | 
| or not be reconciled to him, who established this decree. 
| You are now called on, Rev. Sirs.by one whois as deep- | 
|ly interested in the truth of these things us any person 
jin the world, and if the subject is rthy of being held 
| up. preached, and urged by you, it is certainly worthy 
| of being explained, end reconciled with reason, com-' 


| mon sense, and the word of God. Am] not required, 


y every thing that can make obligation bind 


ing, to 
jlove my companion, wy children, my connexions, my | 
\ friends, and my enemies? In short, does not my hea-} 
{ venly Father require this of me? This you will not} 
deny. But can I be willing that those wi 
should be eternally miserable? ces love dictate this? 
You certainly kuow thet it does not; you know that 
love worketh no il]. The scriptures inform us, that in| 
consequence of God's love to the world of mankind, 
he sent his Son to be our Saviour, and the propitiation 
of our sins ; but in order to be consistent with your ar- 
guments, the scriptures should have informed us that 
God so loved us, even while we were yet sinners, as to 
| will and purpose our eternal misery! Can there be a 
greater absurdity than this for which you contend ?— 
But look at the nature of this proposition. Can we 
be reconciled to God unless we love him? This you 
will not allow. Then you make reconciliation to God, 
and love to God to mean the same, which is perfectly 
reasonable ; but is it possible for one who loves God to 
This again, you will not al- 


ml love! 





be eternally miserable ? 
low. There is, therefore, no more reason in your pro- 
position, than in saying, that we ought to love God so 
perfectly as to be willing to hate him to all eternity! 
And that we ought to be so entirely devoted to God, 
as to be willing to rebel against him forever! That we 
should love our companions, our children, our connex- 
ions and our enemies so cordially as to feel perfectly 
willing to hate and torment them without end! Such, 
Rey. Sirs, appears to be the absurdities which you are 
employed to persuade people to believe ; and you ap- 
pear to have the everlasting welfare of your fellow crea- 
tures so much at heart, as to exert al] your powers to 
persuade them to be willingeto be eternally miserable ! 
You are now informed that this proposition appears the 
greatest absurdity that can Be stated, and you are call]- 
ed on to come forward and reconcile it with reason, 
common sense, and the word of God, or, as you are 
perfectly honest, acknowledge to the people that aad 











| duct of his own fallen nature; end if not he 


Look on the other 


Reconciliation , mies, with a bope that we may, after this state of im- 
**'The perfection and mortality shall end, enjoy a}l these ob- 


A PARENT. 


FOR THE MAGAZINE. 


“ue 
TO MR. “7T.¥ 
Sin,—Your remarks on * Jmputed Righteousness” 


which were published in the Universalist Magazine, No. 
| 38, have caused me to reflect very seriously on the mat- 
| ter contained in that communication. You say, * many 
| honest christians have entertained the idea, that having 
,no righteousness that can properly be called their own, 
\they become righteous only by imputation, that is, the 


perfect righteousness of Christ is imputed to them and 
becomes the ground of their acceptance with God.’ 
Now as this is the case with many sincere christians, 


and assuredly so with the writer, you will excuse bim if 


he gives you a few texts of scripture for thus believing. 
Rom. iii. 10, ** As it is written there is none richteous, 
no not one.’? See how it is written; Psalm xiv. 2, 9, 
‘The Lord looked down from heaven upon the chi! 


dren of men, to see if there were any that did unde: 


stand and seek God.’ The result, verse od, ‘they 
are ail gone aside; they are altogether become Lithy ; 
there is none that doeth good, no not one.” 1 above 
passages with many more that might be quoted if nec- 


essary, are sufficient to deeide that mon > not any 
righteousness that can be in any sense considered es 
being original with himself; or in other words, a pro- 
may weil 


r 


hesitate in making a demand on God for salvation 

account of his own righteousness, which is compar 
to filthy rags; and if it is a fact, that man has so iailen, 
that he is unable of himself to arise from the same, it 
follows as an incontrovertable fact, that if he ever deus 
arise, his help must be derived from some other source 
than his own personal exertions. And that tl is is the 
case, we only need to recur to the sacred page. Ron 

v. 6, ** For when we were without strength, in due 
time Christ died for the ungodly.*> And Rom. iv. 25, 
**Who was delivered for our offences, and was rais- 
In the same cl apter, 


» 


ed again for our justification.’ 
verses 5,6, 7, ** But to him that worketh not, but be- 
lieveth on him that justifieth the ungodly, his faith is 
counted for righteousness, even as David also cescrib- 
eth the blessedness of the man unto whom God imput- 
eth righteousness without works; saying, blessed cre 
they whose iniquities are forgiven, and whose sins are 
covered.” 
with God, it is only necessary to observe that Jesus 
says, “‘po man cometh unto the Father but by me,” 
and ‘** there is no other name given under heaven, nor 
among men, whereby we must be saved.” 


Now as it regards the cround of acceptance 


It is true, 
Christ is compared to a physician whose recipe never 
fails; but who stands in need of a physician? Cer- 
tainly none but the sick; and not even they if they 
can cure themselves. 

In regard to the opulent man telling a person who 
is in poverty, that he had become rich because he had 
imputed to him a large portien of his estate, this fact 
depends chiefly on the validity of him who makes the 
declaration. It is said in the holy scriptures that ** He 
(that is Christ) became poor that we through his pov- 
erty might be made rich.” It must be evident, that 
man is benefited by God through Christ, in some way, 
and that in a great degree; and that benefit could not 
have arisen from man himself; and if not it is absurd 
to deny it. You say, personal righteousness is as 
necessary to a righteous character, as personal health 
to a healthy man, or personal wealth to a rich man.”’ 
This is certainly correct ; but is it not equally correct, 
that the physician who is skilia) in his profession, can 
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restore the almost lifeless frame to its accustomed 
health and beauty? Andso can the good physician of 
the soul, whose medicine never fails. And who will 
cay it is not personal health in both cases? A man 
suight as well say, his rich plantation is not his person- 
al property, because it was willed him by his father.— 
Let the experiment be tried in law, and see the result. 
You say, ‘*‘ the faith of Abraham was as much his per- 
sonal act as any thing he ever did.”” ‘This may be so; 
but that the faith of Abraham was not his own person- 
al actin the sense in which yau wish to be understood, 
will appear if you refer to Ephesians ii. 8, ‘* For by 
grace are ye saved, /hrough faith, and that not of your- 
selves, it is the gift of God.” 
works least any man should boast.” 

You say, ‘* we do not know, as the doctrine in ques- 
tion is productive generally of vicious habits.” And sir, 


I will agree with you, and even go farther, and say, it 


does not even produce vicious habits in the professors } 


of this sentiment in any degree. And in your own lan- 
guage, the reason sball be given, ‘* because internal 
principles hold an ascendancy over absurd theories,” 
eyen the absurd theory that is abroad in the world a- 
mong the enemics of God’s grace, ** Let us do evil that 
grace may abound.” 

And you further say, “if your own righteousness 
cannot save you, and if, as is sometime, argued, the 
wicked receive more pleasure on earth than the right- 
cous, it seems that personal holiness is of no use here or 
hereafter.” Now who are those that argue that the 
wicked receive more pleasure than those who endeavor 
to lead a righteous life? Certainly it cannot be those 
who take the Bible as the man of their council, for there 
is no sentiment more clearly exhibited in that sacred 
Book, than that he who follows virtue shall find peace 
to flow from the same as a natural consequence ;and that 
the way of the transgressor is hard. And if it is argued 
sometimes, that the wicked receive more pleasure on 
earth than those who may be called comparatively 
righteous, such argument must have its source froma 
place where the gospel of God our Saviour never shone. 
And they who calculate to be saved by their own per- 
sonal or individual righteousness, may possibly have ‘ta 
zeal for God but not according to knowledge.”” Rom, 
x. 3, ‘For they being ignorant of God’s righteousness, 
and going about to establish their own righteousness, 
have not submitted themselves unto the righteousness of 
God.” And sir, you will pardon me if I just remind 
you that you have not quoted one single text in support 
ofthe sentiments advanced in your communication ;— 
and if you should insist upon their being in reality the 
trnth, please to prove the same by the testimony of the 
divine word. RELLY. 


FOR THE MAGAZINE. 
saw 

THR EXCELLENCY OF TRUE RELIGION, 
True RELIGION gives an engaging delicacy to our 
manners, which eduvation may mimick but never at- 
tainto. A sense of our infirmities makes us modest. 
A sense of the divine presence makes us decent and sin- 
cere. A sense of the divine goodness and mercy, makes 
us obliging and compassionate. A sense of our immor- 
tality, makes us cheerful and happy. ‘True religion is 
a principle of heavenly peace and light within us, which 
expands itself over the human frame and conduct, and 
sheds light and beauty all around us. At ease with our- 
selves, we cannot give others troubles ; when the master 
is God, the servant will be God-like, and if our con- 
versation is in heaven, the graces of heaven will dwell 
on our lips, and shine forth in our actions. Religion, 
where it is sincerely embraced, gives contentment and 
patience to the sick, joy to the penitent, strength to 


ihe weak, sight to the blind, and life in death itself, 


And verse 9, ‘* Not of 
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MORALITY. 

WE feel the importance of reminding our brethren, 
| who profess the soul rejoicing doctrine of universal sal- 
vation, of the peculiar interest they have in leading a 
, moral life. Our faith shows us that the reward of mo- 
| ral virtue is in itself and its inseparable consequences ; 
‘therefore, we are sure that if we are virtuous, we shall 
| enjoy its whole reward. Those who entertain a differ- 
lent belief, who vainly think that God’s requirements 
}are necessary only to procure his favour, and to turn 
| away his vindictive wrath from them, are destitute of 
the most natural incentives to virtue, for it seems to 
i them that the commands of God are designed for his own 
gratification, and not for bis creatures special benefit. 
But we are led to contemplate God as a kind Father, 
'a steady, fixed, unchangeable friend, who has no oc- 
icasion to require any thing of us for any other cause 
_than our own-benefit. In this view of the moral 
; precepts of our heavenly Father, we see that the least 
deviation from them is an equal violation of our own 
peace and happiness. And we have still another pe- 
culiar interest in maintaining a virtuous, moral life.— 
Those who oppose our doctrine are in the habit of think- 
|ing that we are an immoral people. The reason why 
| they have this opinion is very evident. They suppose 
| that the necessity of being virtuous in this life is that 
they may escape hell in the next, and as they are in- 
| formed that we are not afraid of being sent to this dread- 

















Now as we wish to undeceive 
our opposers as fast as possible, and by every justifiable 
imeans, it becomes us to be careful to maintain good 
| works for their sakes as well as for our own conven- 
jience. By this method we should comply with our 
| Saviour’s direction, ** Let your light shine before men, 
| that they, beholding your good works, may glorify your 
| Father who is in heaven.” 
THE DOCTRINE OF SUBSTITUTION. 

From the world’s foundation erring man has been 
endeavoring to find a substitute for obedience ; some- 
thing that God would accept as an equivalent for the 
obedicnce which he requires of man. Thousands and 
thousands of sacrifices and vain oblations, have been 
offered to God as an atonement for sin, with a view to 
satisfy the Deity, and to render him placid towards his 
own creatures. Al] this is a mistake, and its impro- 
priety is as evident as it would be for the children of a 
kind parent to endeavor to find a substitute for obed- 
ience to parental commands. All the parent requires 
of his children is for their benefit, it is their good which 
he has in view. How then can he accept of a substi- 
tute? A substitute in this case, would not only be in 
lieu of the obedience of his children, but it would be in 
This doctrine of. substitution, 


matter how we live. 





lieu of their happiness. 
which Adam seemed to manifest by his fig-leaf garment, 
has varied its inventions, but remains just the same as 
it was in the beginning. It may be represented by the 
folly of a child, who, when it was asked to eat its ne- 
cessary and wholesome food, should be so deceived as 
to think that this was a most irksome task, and should 
endeavor to satisfy the provident parent with a substi- 
tute, with something in room of complying with the in- 
junction to eat its food. ‘To the obedient,. the com- | 
mandments of God are meat and drink.. Let us then 
hear wha®@God directs. ** Bring no more vaiu oblations, 
incense is an abomination unto me. Wash ye, make 
you clean, put away the evil of your doings from be- 
fore mine eyes; cease to do evil; learn to do well.” 


‘“‘ PHitoLocrs” reply tothe editor’s letter to the Rev. 
Brown Emerson, of Salem, is received and wili appear 
in our next. 


} 
ed place, they suppose, of course, that we think it is no | 





Remarks on the observations of a Clergyman in a 





E. 


neighbouring town, against the doctrine of ‘aes 
salvation, is also received and shall be inserted. 


PROFANITY. 
“* Answer a fool according to his folly.” 

THE following, which was returned on one of our 
Subscription Papers, as it appears, from J. Saaw, Post 
Master, Bradleysville, (8. C.) shows not only the bitter 
spirit of the opposition, bat the profanity in which. it is 
willing to indulge. 

Infernal Pit. 

My Good Friend,—Continue as you have done 
widely to disseminate your very princely Mag- 
azine, and be assured that you shall shortly have 
one of the most exalted thrones amongst us. 

Yours with all the love of a Fiend, 
NICK LUCIFER. 


Repiy; We have for a long time been of opinion, 
that it was not necessary to go into the future world to 
find the infernal pit so much talked of, and we are now 
furnished with a demonstration of the correctness of 
this opinion; the above letter came by mail directly 
from that pit, where it appears there is a Post Office and 
a Post Master. We have the satifaction also to be cer- 


| tified that the UniversalistMagazine does not please those 


who are in this infernal pit, for the number of the Mag- 
azine we sent there, was sent back with the above let- 
ter; but it was not scorched, nor was the smell of fire 
or brimstone on it. 








[ COMMU NICATED. | 

ON INTEMPERANCE., 
Temperance is a jewel, which the possesor may deem 
| invaluable—it is the parent of industry, of health, of 
respect, and the only way to ensure an happy and ven- 
erable old age. How often do we see the middle aged 
and even the youth, go down prematurely to the man- 
sion of the dead, through Intemperance. How often the 
tenderest ties of society are rent asunder—how frequent- 
ly are heard the deep rending sighs of a loving wife, be- 
dewing with her tears her shivering and starving off- 
spring, by the folly of an unfeeling and brutal husband. 
O man! that he should thus abuse the bounties of a 
benevolent Providence—that he should so far f iget 
the dignity of his nature, that reason, his boasted pos- 
session, should be overpowered, by the gratification of 
sensual appetite, in common with the beast of the field, 
Misfortune is no excuse, his relation to his God, to bis 
family, to the world, call aloud upon him to exercise 
the nobler faculties of his soul. Let him learn fortitude, 


hath numbered the hairs of our head. E. 


MARRIED, 

In this town, on Thursday evening last, by the Rev. 
Hosea Ballou, Mr, Avery Coye to Miss Susannah B. 
Reed. Mr. Samuel Stephens to Mrs.. Mary M. Eth- 
ridge. 

By the Rev. Mr. Frothingbam,Mr.Ebenezer Chadwick, 
mer. to Miss Elizabeth Jones, daughter of the Hon. John 
C. Jones. 

By the Rev. Mr. Dean, Mr. Artemas Trusdell to Miss 
Sarah Harris. 
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DIED, 

In this town, Mrs. Mary Singleton aged '79.—Capt. 
Timothy Tileston, 62.—John, son of Mr. James Free- 
land, 4.—Mrs. Esther Potter, 32.—Mr. James Parsons, 
19.—Caroline, daughter of Mr. Benjamin Humphreys, 
ten months.—Mr. Francis Bowman, 37.—Edmund, son 
of Mr. Edmund Lewis,. six months.—Nehemiah Free- 
man, Esq. 51.—Mr. Aaron Bean, 41.—Miss Hannah 
Garduer, 26.—Mr. George Stanton, 25.—William, son. 
of John Linzee, 11. 
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FOR SALE AT THIS OFFICE, 

A SERMON, delivered at the Second Univer- 
salist Meeting House, in this town, om the evening of 
last Sabbath, March 12, 1820—by the Rev. H. Ballou 
pastor. —Text, Ephesians, v. 25, 26, 27, ** Husbands 
love your wives,even as Christ also loved the church, &. 

The Trial; Calvin and Hopkins ys. the Bible: 


aud Common Sense.—Price 25 cents. . 
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let him practice resignation to that overuling will, wha: 
















































































































lated to promote rational inquiry concerning the great 


give seed to the sower, and bread to the eater ; so shall 


“. return unto me void; but it shall accomplish that 


reins — 
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POETS’ CORNER. 


FOR THE MAGAZINE. 
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Mr. Eprror,—If you shall think this piece calcu- 


principles of pure and undefiled religion, you will pub- 
lish it in your paper. 
% For as the rain comelh down, and the snow from 


heaven, and returneth not thither, but watereth the 
earth, and maketh it bring forth and bud, thal vt may 


my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth ; it shall 


ich I please, and it shall prosper in the thing where- 
to I send it.” 


THE sun produces heat and rain, 

To fill the earth with fruit and grain ; 
Matures each plant, whose healing aid 
Repairs the injuries time has made ; 

Yet this great light unconscious sends 
His equal day to earth’s far ends, 

Nor can dispense, or less, or more, 

On Asia’s, or on Afric’s shore. 

The senseless sun can ne’er intend 

By his fair light to work an end, 

Hence must be governed by that hand, 
Which all this apparatus planned. 

Then as that power, these means directs, 
To ultimate in such effects, 

°Tis no presumption to deduce 

The grand intention, from their use. 
When heaven will all the means procure, 
The purpose is, and must be sure ; 

But in this case, as "tis now granted, 

It has provided all that’s wanted ; 

Then is the end as sure as fate, 

Nor men, nor angels can frustrate. 

Since now “tis plain that the intent 
May be inferr’d from the event, 

That life to nurture, health regain, 

The obedient sun lights earth and main ; 
We may conclude that ev’ry plan, 
Involving happiness for man, 

Is wrought with equal skill and care, 


Nor needs a second thought’s repair ; ; 


For reason says coincidence must shine, 

In ev’ry work, that shows a hand divine. 

As we have found it thro’ this life to run, 
In splendor, brighter than the noon-day sun, 
Jt must appear in al] our soul’s concerns, 
Still beaming brighter, as to God it turns. 
Each mean that’s used, each ray that lights the blind, 
Displays the purpose of the sovereign mind. 

As thro’ this chain our God can ne’er design, 

One operation, but the most benign, 

The means that work, and the result conspire, 
To prove the goodness of the train entire. 

When we revert to things of earth and time, 

The varying fortunes of each different clime, 
Then all assent, so clearly shines the light, 

That means effect the change that heafén deems 
If this be true, and God the King of Kings, _[right. 
He must direet the course of moral things, 

He must provide the truth to light the mind, 

If this is done, it shows the end design’d. 

Thus we conclude, as ev’ry shine is one, 

‘That moral light, and that from nature’s sun, 
Evince the goodness of that plastic hand, 

Which pours their beams on ev’ry darken’d land, 
Producing food, te nerve the wasting frame, 

Or incense sweet, for the Redeemer’s name. 

If means are used an object to attain, 

Want of success must fill the mind with pain, 
Must cause inaction, or some desp’rate ire, 
Whose quenchless rage would whelm the world in 
But as no power his purpose can destroy, {fire ; 
He ever is the exbaustless source of joy. 
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If you admit a God omniscient reigns, 

Then you allow his ev’ry wish obtains ; 

For if he wish, that which he can’t fulfil, 

It shows the ign’rance of his erring will ; 

Hence he can ne’er employ a useless weight, 

To move the wheels of everlasting fate, 

As the admission of a futile art, 

Must from his wisdom and his power detract ; 

For each attempt the object to effect, 

Would clearly prove a want of intellect. 

This strong deduction must each heart elate, 

And show the bliss of man’s eternal state ; 

Nor can the darkening counsels of our day, 

Observe this heavenly beam, this cloudless ray. 

Cause and effect are joined by power supreme, 

Each wish to sever is an idle dream ; 

For how can aught receive the name of cause, 

If in connexion with creation’s laws, 

It can produce no end, no scheme achieve ? 

The name itself can only fools deceive. 

When all the powers of heaven conspire to prove 

The changeless goodness of the God of love ; 

When ev'ry gift that he bestows on man, 

Makes plain the purpose of his primal! plan ; 

When each event, of each revolving hour, 

Gives added proof of his resistless power ; 

When love impartial marks the grand intent; 

When light superna] shines in each event; 

That man is blind, whose vision can’t deeCry, 

Through all this chain, the ruling Deity. 

Hence it is certain, that as God design’d 

The endless bliss of ew’ry human mind ; 

Prepared the means, this object to produce, 

Which in all cases work their destin’d use, 

That the result will bless the whole creation, 

And tune each tongue to hymn this great salvation. 

This train of reas’*ning must remain unbroke, 

If you admit as truth what God has spoke ; 

Then ev’ry one should zealously proclaim 

Unbounded bliss in the Redeemer’s name. 
HERMFS, 
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FOR THE MAGAZINE, 


ENDLESS PUNISHMENT. 
This doctrine is so repugnant to justice and the be- 
nevolent feelings of human nature, that some of the 
wisest and best of men, even when attempting to de- 
fend it, have recoiled from the horrid idea, and have 
sufficiently implied that their mature judgment disap- 
proved it. Of this class I will mention the two follow- 
ing. Dr. Watts, in his book on the world to come, 


sin and death Became at last universal and complets.. 
This is an opinion which the feeling of every benevo- 
lent man would determine him eagerly to embrace, 
could it be shown to be consistent with the language of 
scripture ; and I dare not pronounce that it is not so.”” 
ween, 
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GRANDEUR OF DEITY. 

WHEN right conception of the Deity and his Provis 
dence prevails,when he is considered as the inexhansti- 
ble source of light, and love, and joy, as acting in the 
joint character of Father and Governor, impurting an 
endless variety of capacities to his creatures, and sup- 
plying them with every thing necessary to their full 
completion and happiness ; what veneration and grat- 
itude, must such conceptions, thoroushly believed, ex- 
cite in the mind. How natural and delightful must it 
be to one whose heart is open to the perception of trutii, 


j and of every thing fair, great andwonderful in nature, to 


contemplate and adore him who is the first fair, the 
first great, the first wonderful, in whom wisdom, power 
and goodness dwell vitally, essentially, originally ; and 
act in perfect concert. What grandeur is here to fill 
the most enlarged capacity ; what beauty to engage the 
most ardent love; what a mass of wonders in such ex« 
uberance of perfection, to astonish and delight the he- 
man mind, through an unfading duration. , E. 
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PROPOSAL, 
BY HENRY BOWEN, CONGRESS-STREET, BOSTON, 
For Publishing by Subscription, 


A SERIES OF LETTERS, 


IN DEFENCE or 
DIVINE REVELATION, 
In Reply to the Rev. Abner Kneeland’s Serious Attack 
on the authenticity of the same. 
BY REV. HOSEA BALLOU, 
TO WHICH WILL BE ADDED, 

A RELIGIOUS CORRESPONDENCE 
Between the Rev. Hosea Ballou, and the Rev. Jose pli 
Buckminster, D.D. and Rev. Joseph Walton, 
Pastors of Congregational Churches 
in Portsmouth, (N. H.) 





Proposals for the above work were issued about a year 
since, by the Rev. Asner KNEELAND of Philadelph- 
ia, who has recently disposed of the manuscripts and 
copy right to the Subscriber, who, from the frequent 
solicitation ofa number, who have had some knowledge 





pages 417, 418, after adducing the objection of those 
who believe in a limitation of future punishment, that 


the following frank concession :— 


** J grant that the eternity of God himself, before this 
world began, or after its consummation, has something 
in it so immense and so incomprehensible, that in my 
most mature thoughts I do not choose to enter into 
those infinite abyses; nor do I think we ought usually, 
when we speak concerning creatures, to affirm positive- 
ly, that their existence shall be equal to that of the 
blessed God, especially with regard to the duration of 


the wicked will not suffer as long as God exists, has | 


of the above Letters to have them published, believing 
it will tend to strengthen the belief of many in the 
truth of Divine Revelation, and thereby serve the 
great cause of Christianity ; now offers them to a pious 
and liberal public, and especially to those who have 
heretofore so liberally patronized the works of the Rev. 
HosEA BALLov, which have been published by the 
Subscriber; and to this work their patronage is most 
respectfully solicited, 

By their Obt. Servt. 


CONDITIONS : 


HENRY BOWEN. 





their punishment. Perhaps this sort of language may 
carry in it something beyond what we are called on to 
discourse about, at least in this mortal state ; and there- 
fore such comparisons (that is, that punishment is equal 
to God’ existence) are more safely omitted.” 

Doctor Price, in his Sermons on the christian doc- 
trine, page 219, after speaking of the danger of finally 
losing our eternal salvation, says :— 


good christians who think this cannot be the case ul- 


impenitent will (after a severity of punishment propor- 
tional to the different degrees of guilt) be recovered to 





virtue add happiness; and thus Christ's triumph ayer 


‘*] am sensible that there are some very wise and | 


timately with any human being; and that even the | 


1. The work will be neatly printed on good paper, 
and contain from 250 to 300 pages duodecimo, hand- 
somely bound and lettered. 

Il. It will be put to press as soon as a sufficient num- 
ber of subscribers are obtained ta warrant the expense. 

III. Price to subseribers one dollar, payable on des 
livery. Those who obtain eight subscribers, and be- 
come responsible for them, shull be entitled to one 
copy gratis. 

April 1829. 

















PRINTING OF ALL KINDS, 
EXECUTED AT THIS OFFICK, IN A NEAT ANW 
BLEGANT STILE. 
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